Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 25, 2022
INTRODUCTION
One of the most common forms of love in the Hebrew Bible is
covenant love, between God and humanity and between monarchs
on behalf of their nations and between individual men. Often there
is unequal power between covenant partners. Women are included
in covenants as members of humanity and of the people Israel,
though there are some who would argue they are not because the
sign of inclusion is circumcision. (Some Jewish feminists substitute
“circumcise your heart” for “circumcise your flesh.”)
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Take My Life (ELW 685)
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Please stand, as you are willing or able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days. Amen.
Dear Siblings, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this
world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold
on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed to
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in
a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be our
refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
2
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GATHERING SONG

God, We Gather as Your People (ACS 1038)

Refrain on facing page
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Verses on previous-facing page.
GREETING
The reforming openness of the Spirit, the ways of God, the Love of
Christ, and the warmth in this gathering, and our purpose, be with
you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this
troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the
treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
ACCLAMATION
Lord Let My Heart be Good Soil
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FIRST TESTAMENT READING

1 Samuel 17:55–18:9

When Saul saw David go out to meet the Philistine, he said to
Abner, the commander of the army, “Whose son is this boy,
Abner?” Abner said, “By the soul of the king, if I knew . . .” 56 Then
the king said, “You ask whose son the stripling is.” 57 As David
returned from smiting the Philistine, Abner took him and brought
him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. 58 And
Saul said to him, “Whose son are you boy?” And David answered, “I
am the son of your slave Jesse the Bethlehemite.” 18:1 Now it
happened by the time David finished speaking to Saul, the soul of
Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him
as his own soul. 2 And Saul took David that day and would not
permit him to return to the house of his father. 3 Then Jonathan
made a covenant with David because he loved him as his own soul.
4
So Jonathan stripped off the robe that was on him and gave it to
David, and his armor and even his sword, and his bow, and also his
belt. 5 David went out and in all to which Saul sent him was
successful; then Saul placed him over the warriors. And it was good
in the eyes of all the people, even in the eyes of the slaves of Saul. 6
And it was as they were coming back, when David returned from
smiting the Philistine, the women came out of all the towns of Israel
to sing with the dances to meet King Saul with hand drums, with
rejoicing, and with musical instruments. 7 And the women sang in
response to each another as they reveled, “Saul has killed his
thousands, and David his ten thousands.”
55
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And Saul raged, hot; this saying was evil in his eyes. And he said,
“They gave to David ten thousands and to me they gave thousands.
There is only the throne left for him!” 9 So it was that Saul eyed
David from that day on.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

47:1–2, 5–9

All you peoples, clap your hands; shout joyfully to God with a
joyful shout.
2
For GOD WHO IS MAJESTY, the Most High, is awesome, a
great sovereign over all the earth.
5
God has gone up with a shout, the GLORIOUS ONE with the
sound of a trumpet.
6
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our
sovereign, sing praises.
7
For God is the sovereign of all the earth; sing praises with a
psalm.
8
God is sovereign over the nations; God sits on her holy
throne.
9
The nobles of the peoples gather as the people of the God of
Hagar and Sarah. For to God belong the shields of the earth; she is
highly exalted.
1
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SECOND TESTAMENT READING

Romans 8:31-39

Many times and in many ways God spoke to our parents through
the prophets, [of all sexes]. 2 In these last days God has spoken to us
by a Son, whom God appointed heir of all there is, and through
whom God created the worlds. 3 The Son is the brilliance of God’s
glory and reproduction of God’s very being, and the Son
undergirds all there is by his word of power. When the Son had
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, 4 having become as much greater than the angels
as the name he inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5 For to which
of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Child; today I have
begotten you”? Or this, “I will be their Parent, and they will be my
Child”? 6 Then again, when God brings the firstborn into the world,
God says, “Let all the angels of God worship the Son.” 7 On the one
hand of the angels God says, “God makes winds into celestial
messengers, and flames of fire into God’s ministers.” 8 But of the
Son God says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the
righteous scepter is the scepter of your realm. 9 You have loved
righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”
1:1

Word of God, word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand, as you are willing or able.
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GOSPEL

Matthew 5:33-37

The gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said] “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of
ancient days, You shall not swear falsely [or break an oath], but
carry out the vows you have made to the Holy One. 34 But I say to
you: Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of
God, 35 or by the earth, for it is God’s footstool, or by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the great Sovereign. 36 And do not swear by your
head, for you are not able to make one hair white or black. 37 Let
your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes
from the evil one.”
33

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Cast Out, O Christ (ACS 1016)
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SERMON

Pastor J.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Please stand, as you are willing or able.

APOSTLE’S CREED
United in faith, across time and space, with the generations of
God’s children and our siblings we profess our faith and our call
with these words, together:
I believe in God, eternal, almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth,
and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of all, the Only Begotten
One; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, lived and loved among us,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
who descended into hell,
and on the third day rose from the dead;
Jesus, Our Savior, ascended into heaven,
sits at the right hand of the loving God,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.*
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to
share in the mission of God. We are called to live among God’s
faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s
supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. Siblings in Christ, do
you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among
God’s people in this place?
Those being welcomed respond.
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for the Jones
Family continuing life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us welcome these Siblings of Christ into this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will
give thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to
all the world.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread,
so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s good creation.
A brief silence.
O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love,
endurance, and gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit
to be rich in good works and ready to share. God of grace, hear
our prayer.
Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter,
and favorable habitats, especially for endangered species.
Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms.
Guide lawyers and those who hold public office to act with
compassion and discernment. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who
are bowed down. Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who
are ill. Stir us to act in the best interest of our neighbors. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who
create beauty in this place. We lift up David, in thanksgiving and
blessing, as a creative partner with us. God of grace, hear our
prayer.
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We give you thanks for Katie and Mike, Andrew and Elliana, whom
you have drawn to yourself by the love of Jesus Christ and
whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us
close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the
prayers, and in service to others. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care.
Grant that the holy angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life
with them in the light of your presence. God of grace, hear our
prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Please be seated.
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERTORY

You’ve Got To Serve Somebody
by Bob Dylan

Please stand, as you are willing or able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our
needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and
make us ready to share with
all in need; through Jesus
Christ, who sets a table for
all. Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
SANCTUS

His Banner Over Me
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering;
within this meal;
among your people;
throughout the world.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, we pray together as Jesus taught:
Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kin-dom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with
you always.
And also with you.
PRAYER BEFORE
COMMUNION
Let us pray together.
Life-giving God, through
this meal you will bandage
our wounds and feed us
with your mercy. Send us
forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may
come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Reminded that we are free from sin, and in that freedom, invited to
live in the love of Christ, come as the table is now ready for those
gathered here and all those at joining us from near and far.
THANKS BE TO GOD.
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Anointing, mixed painting technics on canvas with gold leaf, by Ed Smite.
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COMMUNION SONG

Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)
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PRAYER
Let us pray together.
O God, we give you thanks. We thank you for being fed here,
being loved here, and the siblings you have called here to
journey with us, on this day. We ask that you guide our
thoughts this week, lead our actions, and reform us always as
we grow with your Word, learning to reach out, learning to
listen, learning to understand that together, we are one in
Christ. Amen.
SENDING BLESSING
Adapted from "Reverse St. Francis Prayer", author unknown

May God make you a channel of disturbance.
Where there is apathy, bring provocation;
Where there is compliance, bring questioning;
Where there is silence, may our voices rise for the sake of the
voiceless.
Where there is too much comfort and too little
action, grant us the will to offer disruption;
Where there are doors closed and hearts locked,
Grant the willingness to listen.
When laws dictate and pain is overlooked ...
When tradition speaks louder than need ...
Grant that we may seek rather to do justice than to talk about it;
Disturb us, O Lord.
To be with, as well as for, the alienated;
To love the unlovable as well as the lovely;
Lord, bless us ☩ as channels of holy disturbance.
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SENDING SONG

Go to the World (ACS 991)
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you, in service to our neighbors.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Come To Us Creative Spirit (ELW 687)

The Adult Women’s Sunday Book Study is dropping an ‘S’
[TIME SHIFT] - AWSBS is dropping the first ‘S’ and will be shifting
to every other Monday, at 9AM, starting September 26th (then
10Oct, 24Oct, 7Nov, etc.). Reach out to Barb Haskins, if you’d like to
engage this faith-enriching opportunity:
bmmhaskins@gmail.com.
Sunday Education and Fellowship – Sunday, September 25th at
9AM, J will open a series of gatherings each Sunday as an
opportunity for us to explore the Spiritual Landscape of our
Resurrection Legacy. All ages welcome, LEGOs will be provided.

A Tapestry of Memories – Do you have pictures of ministry
happening here? We’re collecting them! Email the office for a link
to upload your photos to us! Please do not email photos to the
Pastor or the Office. We look forward to showcasing these threads
of our faith life together! Contact: office@lordoflifeaustin.org for a
link.
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Michael and All Angels
Thursday, September 29, 2022
Michael the archangel, captain of the heavenly hosts, is
remembered on this day along with the other angels and
archangels. The word "angel" means messenger, and in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, these beings have a fully spiritual nature and
no physical body.
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420
Friday, September 30, 2022
Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than
translating the original Hebrew and Greek scriptures into classical
Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating
a version called the Vulgate.
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is a
community that affirms the invitation of God to welcome all siblings
as God created us. You are welcome here because of your identity,
sexual orientation and skin color – we affirm you as God has called
you here and delight in the journey that brought us together in this
time and place. We look forward to hearing your story, and
experiencing God in you. Should you need to reach out to the
office, please know that we are available 24/7 for pastoral
emergencies (spiritual crises), and the office is open on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 9AM to Noon. Feel free to call us at
512-671-6100, or email the office at office@lordoflifeaustin.org,
or the pastor at pastor@lordoflifeaustin.org. If you would like the
office, or pastor, to reach out to you, please fill out the connection
card on the last page and give to J, or drop it in the offering plate
during the Offertory.
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PRAYER LIST
…
For all those in environments of

ing, but especially:

We give thanks for our sibling’s journeys in higher education, in the
hope that much more than reading is gained, and in thanksgiving
for opportunities for change and growth as the summer begins and
rest for the next semester become the focus:
we pray for Nicolas and Nathaniel Duarte, Chapin Smith, Kira
Niedert, and Luke Smith.
In strength and support for our schools, their staff, and the children
that will gather together in many different ways and places in order
to learn and grow we ask for your guiding presence to keep all
those in our schools safe and healthy, leaning into study and
learning, freed from the stress and anxiety of the outside world.
For all our siblings needing reminders of God’s
but especially:

through us,

That the lessons of the pandemic offer growth for generations; for
peace in our community, that concern for others may take priority
as we live and move through being in the church, and of the world.
We offer thanks for all those that have recovered, and peace in the
time-after, that long-term effects of the virus be rendered nonexistent.
For doctors and nurses, and hospital staff in our hospitals, that they
continue to receive strength from you, and support from us. We
also lift up the families of those science-heroes, that everyone
remain safe, healthy, and supported. We give thanks for the
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chaplains that walk with our siblings in and out of hospital beds, in
the hope that healing is available for both body and spirit.
For this church, o God, we ask your presence to be visible and
tangible as we embark this Holy Road of Resurrection. Help us hear
the cries of our siblings who gather here; help us provide comfort;
help us heal as we discover how to be Christ to those you bring in
our midst again. We have dedicated our future to your plan for us;
walk with us as we learn again what stewardship for these gifts you
have planted here means for us in this time.
For all our siblings who
in many and various stages of health
and transition, but especially:
For Lee Jacobs (father of Lloyd Haskins) we offer prayers of healing
and peace as Lee recovers from COVID and pneumonia in a
rehabilitation center; for Marlyene Fink (mother of Dick Fink) we
offer prayers for peace and healing following a hip-replacement
surgery; for Ron (brother of Darlene Siem) who is undergoing
treatment for liver cancer; for Luke Smith, we offer prayers for
healing and peace as he continues his recovery after surgery; for
Lacey Urbain, we lift up prayers of guidance for her medical team
that they may be able to provide care for her healing; for DeEtte
(Lacy’s mother) we lift up prayers for hearts to be opened to
medical care, and that healing results. In the hope of strength and
peace and offer prayer with, and for, our siblings unable to join us
physically in ministry: Ilamay Bartholomew, Barbara Dailey, Virginia
Pfluger, Alvin Symank, and Marge Robison, that our community’s
togetherness always be felt by them.
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Ever needed a space to just record some thoughts or questions
during a service? Us too. Here’s some space for you to do so, and
some questions that might spark a new perspective of engagement
in this space, together. We even offered lines!
Share your
thoughts with someone this week.

Which hymn spoke to you the most today? Why?
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We recognize that the Spirit speaks to us always, and was there a specific
moment, this morning, where it was hard to overlook the Spirit’s presence
in you?

Where did you feels the world’s presence most, this morning? Was there a
time where your perspective shifted to allow the world to leave you in
this space?
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Jesus (Josh) asked 339 questions through the gospels and answered 107.
This shows us that questions might carry more weight in faith than
answers… through questions we think, and analyze, and learn. What
questions did you bring with you this morning? Did you get an answer or
did your question change shape?
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