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FEARLESSLY TRANSFORMING IN THE SPIRIT; EMBRACING GOD'S CALL.
We affirm that the word of God has been used in harmful ways against women, People of Color, and our LGBTQIA+ Siblings here and around
the world. We welcome people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions (LGBTQIA+). We publicly declare a
commitment to racial equity and a dedication to spreading antiracism. We are willing partners with clergy identifying as LGBTQIA+ as well as
Black, Brown, Indigenous, Person of Color (BIPOC) Rostered Leaders from all faith communities. We welcome opportunities to support our
community through providing open space and sanctuary for LGBTQIA+ weddings and blessings. We annually support the national Reconciling
in Christ (RIC) program in a variety of ways, financially as well as continuing education opportunities for our leaders in order to focus on the
message and life of love that we are called into with God, through Christ.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10 AM
All are welcome to join us in the Sanctuary,
masked and social-distanced.
If you are not able
to join us in person,
we are still
live-streaming!

Can't make it on
Sunday morning?
Watch our services
at any time!

YOUTUBE

ZOOM
Meeting ID: 952 1545 3714
Passcode: 1517

WEBSITE

FEBRUARY 2022 SUMMARY
The Transition Team had a wonderful opportunity to welcome 2 new members to our
small group. Paula Haschke and Yuki Miyamoto joined us as we reviewed the MSP that
our small groups had worked on last fall. We presented a draft of the document to
Council noting areas we would appreciate their thoughts and input. Vicar will be
meeting with the transition team for our meeting on Feb 23 to provide detailed
feedback. Our next steps will be to present the document to the congregation in
March.

TRANSITION TEAM MEMBER

Our new Transition Team: Nell Pennington, Viki Parsons, Paula Haschke, Jim Tarsi,
Erica Smith (chair), Yuki Miyamoto-Mendez, and Janie Duarte

and removing that judgment from the
faithful as a barrier to God, freeing us to
try to live into the covenant of our
Baptism and as beloved children of God.
Heavy, right? Lent can be a burden – a
set of mental shackles that can become
heavier as we journey to the Cross in the
hope that our burden is lifted by the
resurrection,

with

Christ.

It’s

a

marvelous formula for experiencing the
Cross, and seeing our sin on the Cross in
the person Christ, placing our freedom
from sin in the Christ resurrected
outside the tomb on Easter Sunday. If we
weren’t where we are, I would probably
see no reason to dive right into that
I recently had the occasion to ask one of
our Siblings what Lent meant to them. It
got me thinking about the many ways we
might

each

be

approaching

and

experiencing Lent, as a season in our
church year. Lent is definitely one of
those seasons that is hard to miss. Who
can overlook purple, I mean really?
Seriously though, our collective tone
changes with an almost bullhorn-like
emphasis on the brokenness of humanity
in order to prepare our hearts for the
terror-induced

gift

that

is

Christ’s

crucifixion on the Cross, taking all that
brokenness of the world upon himself

formulaic experience of Lent again.

This is a question that has been bouncing
around my consciousness since our
conversations in October, offering our
insights to the Transition Team as they
work to prepare our Ministry Site
Profile. My mulling that question over
has bounced between the language of
head (logic) and heart (emotion), settling
in a place somewhere between. I have
come to an understanding of what is
necessary for us to move forward into a
discussion of experiencing our individual
discernment of this same question, and
together. My experiences with you have
been of learning, watching, listening, and
waiting. These actions are done with an

To me, Lent is a journey, beginning with

intention to offer guidance and support

Ash Wednesday and our being reminding

for the expressed need and desire to

that we came from dust, and to dust we

lead

mutual

will inevitably return. We have a point of

understanding, not only of what is

origin, and an ending. What happens in

possible, and also: the voices and hands

between is up to us, and we have chosen

needed to make our sense of place a

a journey through faith in Christ. What,

reality. I believe the work of the

then, does it mean to journey with

Transition Team has come to a place of

Christ, in faith? This is the journey I

identifying some paths we might walk

invite you on through this Lent. What

together.

collectively

does it mean to be us, to be here, and to

understand this place as “a fork in the

be in partnership with Christ to the

road”. A place that offers many different

Cross? What does it mean to see the

roads to explore together, with many

Cross as a pivot point, a deconstruction

opportunities for us all to continue to

point; a breaking down of barriers in

grow in our faith in that exploration

order

together.

different as a loving invitation knowing

us

to

We

a

place

might

of

to

see

something

new

and

that “we are dust, and to dust we shall
return”?

interact with the text: from preaching
and hearing to sharing and talking
together. We will be introduced to each
week’s texts on Wednesday, and then
dive into other aspects of the same text
the following Sunday, beginning on
March 2nd at 6:30PM, Ash Wednesday.
Holy Week, beginning April 10th, will
mark the culmination of our work
ogether having moved from pain to
comfort, fear to trust, sadness to joy.

I’m inviting you on a total Lenten
Journey, from Ash Wednesday all the
way to Easter. In order to help keep your
hands and arms inside our faith vehicle
we will offer every experience both
online and in person. We don’t want you
to miss a stop, as each experience will be
an important discernment point for what
our

resurrection

together.

story

Beginning

looks
with

like,
Ash

Wednesday, we will be experiencing a
Synod resource entitled “The Holy Fork
in the Road”. Each week we will journey

Show up. As YOU the second most

through the many facets of one bible

important part/piece/element of this

text, leading to a Sunday bible study,

opportunity, all you need to do is bring

after worship and discussion. Knowing

your voice to our worship and study

that our time, together, is limited, we are

opportunities on Wednesdays (6:30-

changing up worship so that the entire
time normally put aside each week can
be inclusive of our collective voices
moving through the many ways we can

7PM) and Sundays (10-11:30AM). “What

discussion time will be available on our

if I can’t be physically present, Vicar?”

YouTube channel same day, or the next

I’m so glad you asked! You can join us on

day. You are always welcome to share

Zoom from anywhere in the world; you

your thoughts directly with me, anytime.

don’t even need internet access. You can

One of the aspects of my time here that I

dial into any worship with just your

grieve is the way we have not been able

phone: dial 346-248-7799 and input the

to

meeting

throughout this pandemic experience; I

ID

(952

1545

3714)

and

build

relationship

together

password (1517), when prompted. “What

hunger

if I have other obligations during the

engagement

week or on a Sunday morning, Vicar, and

together, even if we don’t experience

I can’t access worship as it’s happening?”

worship at the same time. I think that

You’re full of amazing questions today!

sums it up. Show up, Siblings. The

Well,

outcome

it’s

the

21st

century

and

I

for

of

your
of

this

thoughts
our

and

experiences

discerning

journey

understand that one of the outcomes of

through worship and conversation could

the pandemic has been that our worship

be life-changing, for all of us.

routines can be anything but… Each
worship experience and Sunday

GOD'S WORD
GOD'S WILL
GOD'S WAY
For all our siblings who LIVE in
many and various stages of health
and transition, but especially:
For Kim Watts (friend of Erica Smith)
undergoing testing for joint pain this
weekay for peace and healing; For Paul
Rohne, having fallen and undergoing a
successful surgery because of it, we pray
for strength and healing; for Horace
Pennington, also recovering from a fall
and continuing to heal from a short bout
with COVID; for Teri Czajkowski (Sisterin-law of Nell P.) who is experiencing
gall bladder complications, we pray for
healing and guidance for those providing
care; for Pat Kulka (friend of Barb
Haskins), we pray for peace and healing;
for Rea Wiruscheske, recovering from a
stroke and heart attack, we pray for
healing

and

strength;

for

Connor

(Joanne Forseth’s grandson) who is
undergoing treatment and had surgery
for a tumor in his arm, we lift up he and
his family for strength and peace; and
for our siblings unable to join us

physically

in

ministry:

Ilamay

Bartholomew, Barbara Dailey, Maxine
Krizov, Virginia Pfluger, Alvin Symank,
Marge Robison, that our community’s
togetherness always be felt by them.

For all those in environments
of LEARNing, but especially:
We give thanks for our sibling’s journeys
in higher education, in the hope that
much more than reading is gained, and in
thanksgiving

for

opportunities

for

change and growth as the semester
begins: we pray for Kaitlynn Klotz,
Nicolas and Nathaniel Duarte, Chapin
Smith, Kira Niedert, and Oscar Lopez.
In strength and support for our schools,
their staff, and the children that will
gather together in many different ways
and places in order to learn and grow we
ask for your guiding presence to keep all
those in our schools safe and healthy,
leaning into study and learning, freed
from the stress and anxiety of the
outside world.

For all our siblings needing
reminders of God’s LOVE
through us, but especially:
For all those suffering from Coronavirus
and feeling anxious or mortal concerns;
for families having to make tough
decisions through this pandemic; for
peace in our community, that concern
for others may take priority as we live
and move through being in the church,
and of the world. We offer thanks for all
those that have recovered, and peace in
the time-after, that long-term effects of
the virus be rendered non-existent.
For doctors and nurses, and hospital
staff in our hospitals overrun with
COVID-19, that they continue to receive
strength from you, and support from us.
We also lift up the families of those
science-heroes, that everyone remain
safe, healthy, and supported in this
variant surge time. We give thanks for
the chaplains that walk with our siblings
in and out of hospital beds, in the hope
that healing is available for both body
and spirit.

We lift up the family of Olga Haenel who
transitioned from this plane to the
fullness of the resurrection promise in
death on February 11th. We give thanks
for the witness of her baptismal journey
with us, and ask for strength and peace
as we gather together in mourning,
seeking the joy of carrying her legacy
forward in our hearts and with our
hands.
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Questions: Glenace Klinker, gsklinker@gmail.com or 512-626-5048

Devotion of LOVE and Brunch together … What could be better? Kindred Sisters’
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 Hill Country Ministries Program was rescheduled to May
10, 2022. Therefore, we met at FIRST WATCH for Brunch! Pat Olesen’s devotion
was very special regarding February’s Valentine’s Day. Saint Augustine and the Real
meaning of LOVE … even reading Corinthians 13:4-7. Thanks, Pat. All enjoyed our
EATS … even WITHOUT Hot Coffee as Austin still was on “BOIL WATER.”Questions:
Glenace Klinker, gsklinker@gmail.com or 512-626-5048
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THANK YOU for Contributions to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) PERSONAL CARE
KITS that will assembled by Kindred Sisters on Second Tuesday, APRIL 12th with
YOUR help of item contributions. The Collection of Items CONTINUES!

Each Kit Contains:
Dark light-weight bath-size
TOWEL (Between 20”x40” & 52” x
27”)
Two (4-5 oz) Bath-size bars of
SOAP (Original Pkg)
Adult-size TOOTHBRUSH (Original
Pkg)
Sturdy COMB, Metal NAIL
CLIPPER (preferably w/ file)
or a Monetary Donation earmarked
“LWR or Kindred Sisters.”

Check out LWR at www.LWR.org Questions:Glenace Klinker, gsklinker@gmail.com or
512-626-5048
Please note LWR Kits assembling changed to April 12th, due to supplies in store and
online limits.Last Collection Day is Sunday, March 27, 2022. Thank you.

March is the time to start planting gardens
full of your spring blooming favorites,
vegetables

like

tomatoes

or

peppers,

blooming shrubs, spring flowers, and more!
For your vegetable gardens, start planting
beds

full

of

cool

season

vegetables.

Vegetable varieties like leafy and root
crops should be planted earlier in the
month when the soil temperatures are
generally cooler. Cool season vegetable
plants include selections like swiss chard,
lettuce,

turnips,

beets,

collards,

kale,

cauliflower, and spinach.

Planting herbs is always a great idea,
especially now that the weather is getting
warmer! They can help fill your garden
beds and container gardens with flavor.
Choose from herbs like oregano, thyme,
rosemary, chives, cilantro, parsley, and

Warm season vegetables can be planted in
March. You may need to wait until late in
the month for central Texas, but the
weather forecast may prove otherwise!
The general rule of thumb is to wait one to
two weeks after the average last overnight
freeze. Ensuring the danger of frost has
passed will help protect your warm season
vegetable

garden.

Warm

season

vegetables consist of beans, corn, squash,
cucumbers, melons, peppers, and tomato
plants.

lavender.

To enjoy your cool season annual flowers
longer, March is the perfect time to plant
now! Choose from blooms like geraniums,
petunias, snapdragons, stock, and sweet
alyssum. Get instant results when you add
a pop of cool color to refresh your
landscape plants or container plants.

Warm season annual color should be
planted one to two weeks after any
overnight freezes. Select from a variety of
annuals

like

marigolds,

impatiens,

begonias, zinnia, and coleus. As we near
the end of the month, watch for options to
add like pentas, lantana, purslane, moss
rose, and angelonia.
Temperatures are getting warmer and the
spring winds are blowing away the danger
of frost.

Vicar J will be holding a First Communion class for youth ages
K to 5th grade students and their parents on Saturday, April 9
from 10 to 11:30 followed by lunch. This class is designed for
students and their parents. Together we will explore what
Jesus teaches us about communion and what is means to
receive Communion in the Lutheran church. Those receiving
their First Communion will be recognized on Easter Sunday.
Please let Vicar J ( jmills@uls.edu) and Yuki Miyamoto,
Education Ministry (ymiyamoto2003@yahoo.com) know if
your child(ren) are interested in receiving First Communion
this year.

Richard Fink participated in a ramp build,
leading

volunteers

Episcopal,

St.

from

Edwards

St.

David’s

Pre-Physical

Therapy students and Austin Chapter of
YMSL. Connect with Dick if you are
interested

in

participating

in

future

builds. Consider giving to the Texas Ramp
Project on “I Live Here, I Give Here”
campaign in early March. A typical ramp
costs $600 - $1200 in materials.

INVISIBLE BY JENNIFER ROTHSCHILD
Our Adult Women's Sunday Book

The author reminds you that you

Study group will be starting a new

are loved by God even when you

book on April 10th. Invisible by

mess up. God chose you and loves

Jennifer Rothschild.

you. Through the story of Hosea
and Gomer, the author tells how
God reaches out and tells you that
you are worthy and you are never
invisible to God.
We will meet virtually and in the
conference room next to Vicar's
office every Sunday at 9:00 am. If
you are interested in joining us,
please contact the church office at
512-671-6100

or

Office@LordOfLifeAustin.org

so

we can order a book for you.

LORD OF LIFE FINANCIAL STATUS
(AS OF JAN 31, 2022)
Full-Year
Congregational
Approved Spending Plan

$235,647

Income Jan 1- Jan 31

$14,620 General
Income

Expenses Jan 1- Jan 31

$13,038 General
Expenses + $5,213
MIF Loan Principal =
$18,251

Cash Flow 2022

Cash position
reduced by $5,231
from beginning of
year based on bank
balances Jan 31, 2022

Cash on Hand
(Jan 31, 2022)

$38,983 in operating
cash reserves

CODY LADOLCETTA

MARCH 03

ANDREW JONES

MARCH 06

CHASE LADOLCETTA

MARCH 19

REA WIRUSCHESKE

MARCH 20

SHARI LAGERSTROM

MARCH 25

ALEXANDER OLIVER

MARCH 31

march
forth!

