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FEARLESSLY TRANSFORMING IN THE SPIRIT; EMBRACING GOD'S CALL.
We affirm that the word of God has been used in harmful ways against women, People of Color, and our LGBTQIA+ Siblings here and around
the world. We welcome people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions (LGBTQIA+). We publicly declare a
commitment to racial equity and a dedication to spreading antiracism. We are willing partners with clergy identifying as LGBTQIA+ as well as
Black, Brown, Indigenous, Person of Color (BIPOC) Rostered Leaders from all faith communities. We welcome opportunities to support our
community through providing open space and sanctuary for LGBTQIA+ weddings and blessings. We annually support the national Reconciling
in Christ (RIC) program in a variety of ways, financially as well as continuing education opportunities for our leaders in order to focus on the
message and life of love that we are called into with God, through Christ.

Join Us!
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10 AM
All are welcome to join us in the Sanctuary,
masked and social-distanced.
If you are not able
to join us in person,
we are still
live-streaming!

Can't make it on
Sunday morning?
Watch our services
at any time!

YOUTUBE

ZOOM
Meeting ID: 952 1545 3714
Passcode: 1517

WEBSITE

Hooray!

Services are
now available
on our website!

Serving on council has increased my
spirituality.

Every

monthly

council

meeting starts with dwelling in God’s
word. We read a scripture and share our
thoughts on how the scripture relates to
our daily lives and the life of our church
and community. This dwelling in the
word with my fellow council members
has enriched my spiritual life as we dig
deep into what God is calling us to do.
We as council members have learned the
benefits of opening-up our hearts to
each other and receiving love and
support as we lean on each other during
difficult times and decisions.

New Year Greetings!

Much

laughter and tears have been shared
Last

year

completed

the

fifth

consecutive year that I have served on
the church council of Lord of Life. Five

during our discussions as we move
forward with the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.

years in a row sounds a little crazy right?
Well, I have one more year to go in my
second

term

for

six

years

total!

Honestly, I have truly enjoyed every year
I have served.
Yes, serving on council is a little bit of
work.

There

are

monthly

meetings,

special meetings to address church
issues and of course administrative
tasks. Yet, beyond all the council duties
required, serving on council will change
your life as it has changed mine.

SERVING ON
COUNCIL WILL
CHANGE YOUR
LIFE AS IT HAS
CHANGED MINE.

Serving on council has deepened my

No matter what happens, God is in

faith. Being on council has allowed me to

control and our Lord will give us what we

be fully involved in the life of our church.

need. Indeed serving on council has

Over the past five years, I have worked

made me truly faithful.

through the many changes Lord of Life
has faced. I served on council with

The year 2022 will bring some more

Pastor Skip and helped prepare for his

changes for our church.

retirement and transition. I lead the

members

hiring team for our past minister of

consider joining me to serve on council.

music, Stephanie. I lead council as we

We will elect two new council members

worked with our synod to hire Pastor

at the Annual January Congregational

Deb and ultimately Vicar J. I was on the

Meeting this month.

hiring team as we brought Vanessa on to

of the congregation to spend time in

be our new office manager.

discernment and listen for the Holy

of

the

I ask all

congregation

to

I ask all members

Spirit calling you to serve on council.

NO MATTER
WHAT HAPPENS,
GOD IS IN
CONTROL AND
OUR LORD WILL
GIVE US WHAT
WE NEED.

Yes, it is a commitment and yes, it is a
little bit of work. But, I hope you can see
that there is more to council than just
work. Your service on council will pay
you back ten-fold through increased
spirituality and increased faithfulness.
We need members of our congregation
to step-up. Will you give your time and
talent and serve on the church council of
Lord of Life? What is God calling you to
do? Remember, Jesus Christ said, “It is

Yes, I have been involved in the many

more blessed to give than to receive”.

changes and transitions here at Lord of
Life and I know through all of this our

Yours in Christ,

Lord will always provide. Serving on
council has allowed me to see this

Dave Smith

wonderful perspective of faithfulness.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Call Committee Chronical
JANUARY SUMMARY REPORT
It seems this past year has gone by so
quickly. With Covid being a threat lot of
adjustments had to be made so everyone
would be safe. Many things have not
returned

to

the

way

we

were

accustomed too. God has been with us
each step of the way, during the difficult
times as well as the good times. Our
trust in God makes us stronger and our
Dwelling in the Word with the team
helps me feel closer in the Spirit. I have
learned so very much.

We hope everyone has had a very

The Transition Team had two meetings

Blessed Christmas, and experienced the

in

joy of knowing we have celebrated the

November

birth of Jesus. Now we prepare for the

November 30th was with the Synod,

New Year and once again we will see a

they continue to work with us. We

change, with prayers that this year will

decided not to have a meeting in

be different than the past year.

December. We will meet every week in

November

the

16th,

first
our

one

meeting

was
on

January to work on the MSP report, so

As of writing this to you, the Council has
lifted the masking restrictions for those
who are vaccinated, and comfortable

we can give it to the council to review.
When it is finalized, the congregation
will receive it.

doing so, to worship without wearing
masks (given the rise of newest infection
rates in novel variants, this is subject to

Nell Pennington

change for the health of the community).

COMMITTEE MEMBER

We pray
Prayer is
Praying is

GOD'S WORD
GOD'S WILL
GOD'S WAY

FOR ALL OUR SIBLINGS WHO LIVE IN

Alvin Symank, Marge Robison, that our

MANY AND VARIOUS STAGES OF

community’s togetherness always be felt

HEALTH

by them.

AND

TRANSITION,

BUT

ESPECIALLY:
FOR ALL THOSE IN ENVIRONMENTS
For Thomas Moore (Uncle of Shannon

OF LEARNING, BUT ESPECIALLY:

Anderson), on hospice care battling
cancer we lift he and his family up in

We give thanks for our sibling’s journeys

peace and strength for this baptismal

in higher education, in the hope that

journey; for Connor (Joanne Forseth’s

much more than reading was gained, and

grandson) who is undergoing treatment

in

and surgery for a tumor in his arm, we

marking a semester of hard work,

lift up he and his family for strength and

change and growth: we pray for Kaitlynn

peace; for Jerry Schaefer (brother of

Klotz, Nicolas and Nathaniel Duarte,

Glenace K.), home awaiting treatment

Chapin

options for lung cancer, we hold him in

Niedert, and Oscar Lopez.

thanksgiving

Smith,

for

Bryce

joyous

endings

Sheehan,

Kira

blessings for strength and hope; for
Pastor Skip (and Felicia), who underwent

In strength and support for our schools,

a successful surgery against prostate

their staff, and the children that will

cancer, we hold him in strength and

gather together in many different ways

healing, and in thanksgiving for science

and places in order to learn and grow we

and medical care that is positively

ask for your guiding presence to keep all

focused; and for our siblings unable to

those in our schools safe and healthy,

join us physically in ministry: Ilamay

leaning into study and learning, freed

Bartholomew,

from the stress and anxiety of the

Barbara

Dailey,

Olga

Haenel, Maxine Krizov, Virginia Pfluger,

outside world.

FOR ALL OUR SIBLINGS NEEDING

variant surge time. We give thanks for

REMINDERS

the chaplains that walk with our siblings

OF

GOD’S

LOVE

THROUGH US, BUT ESPECIALLY:

in and out of hospital beds, in the hope
that healing is available for both body

For all those suffering from Coronavirus

and spirit.

and feeling anxious or mortal concerns;
for families having to make tough

We lift up the family of Paul (uncle of

decisions through this pandemic; for

Dave Smith) who has completed his

peace in our community, that concern

Baptismal journey with us, thankful for

for others may take priority as we live

what his life has meant to us, and in hope

and move through being in the church,

for our lives to reflect the peace and

and of the world. We lift up the Jim

strength through our faith reflected by

Tarsi, recently diagnosed with COVID,

our memories and lasting love of him.

holding he and Cindy and AJ in the hope
of peace and strength and healing. We
lift up James Pennington (brother of
Horace P.), recently diagnosed with
COVID and thankful for the vaccinations
that allow him to be treated at home.
We lift up Shelby Pennington (Nell and
Horace P.’s granddaughter) who has
been diagnosed with COVID; we ask
that peace and strength and healing
surround the Pennington Family. We
offer thanks for all those that have
recovered, and peace in the time-after,
that long-term effects of the virus be
rendered non-existent.
For doctors and nurses, and hospital
staff in our hospitals overrun with
COVID-19, that they continue to receive
strength from you, and support from us.
We also lift up the families of those
science-heroes, that everyone remain
safe, healthy, and supported in this

live
learn
love

Christmas Eve

Ready for 2022!
A special presentation by Capital Area
Aging & Disability Resource Center will
be at Kindred Sisters on the Second
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 10:30 am.

Christmas Potluck

We meet in LoLLC Café. Many services
available that we need to know about for

SO FUN and SO MUCH FELLOWSHIP at

ourselves, family, and friends. Rhonda

Kindred

Sisters’

Thompson will explain some of these

Potluck!

Such

services

wonderful cooks! Thank you to Joanne

…

Counseling,

Health

&

Annual
yummy

Christmas
food

from

Wellness, Caregiver Support, Nutrition,

Forster

Resource Center, etc. Remember ---

Devotion.Even found out our Becky was

SECOND

will

an English Teacher while figuring out

furnish drink and dessert to complete

our Christmas Carols and Songs Titles!

your “sack lunch.” Bring a Friend …

We all went home with at least 3 dozen

Always kind to let Glenace know via

variety of cookies, plus also shared our

RSVP to gsklinker@gmail.com.

Pot Luck Food! Very Blessed.

TUESDAY!

Hostess

for

our

Christmas

Care Kits
Lutheran
PERSONAL

World
CARE

Relief
KITS

(LWR)
will

be

assembled by Kindred Sisters on Second
Tuesday, March 8 with YOUR help of
item contributions. THANK YOU …
Each Kit Contains:
*Dark light-weight bath-size
TOWEL (Between 20”x40” &
52”x27”) (Think January White
Sales)
*Two (4-5 oz) Bath-size bars of
SOAP (Original Pkg)

Stamporee
REMEMBER

to

SAVE

all

canceled

stamps and USE commemorative stamps.
Kindred Sisters is asking all LOLLC
members/friends to support Lutheran
World Relief’s “STAMPOREE” Project

*Adult-size TOOTHBRUSH
(Original Pkg)
*Sturdy COMB (Wide tooth)
*Metal NAIL CLIPPER
(preferably w/ file)
*or a Monetary Donation

Comfort. Just place your saved canceled
stamps (left on the whole envelope or

Place items in LWR Box in Welcome

torn off with a one-half inch around

Center. Thank you.

stamp) in the STAMPOREE box in the
Welcome Center. Project Comfort earns

Check out LWR at www.LWR.org

funds for shipping expenses for LWR
Kits such as the Personal Care Kits that

Questions: Glenace Klinker

Kindred Sisters assembled. Thank you.

gsklinker@gmail.com

Advent Open House
Advent is a time of intentional preparation and we did that! Gathering around cookies, wine,
and ornaments we grew as stewards of one another through meaningful fellowship, creating
ornaments for home and our sanctuary; being fed and nourished in the sweetness of
togetherness and cookies (and wine!)! Blessings to you for a different 2022; may you bring the
sweetness of 2021 with you, and magnify the invitation to share that sweetness with others.

Growing in Spirit and Faith
THROUGH

EVANGELISM & OUTREACH MINISTRY
the members and community of “goings
on” at Lord of Life. As the team lost or
gained members, my roles changed. I
started coordinating events (Ministry
Fair, Trunk or Treat, Harvest Fest, Pride
Parade, Caroling & Cookies, RIC Sunday,
collections for charities, etc.) I enjoyed
and feared these coordinations. The
enjoyment part was promoting them
with signage and graphics and social
media posts (things that come naturally
for me). The fear was not knowing if
they’d be successful or attended. Then I

After 8 years of leading/co-leading and
serving on the Evangelism & Outreach
Ministry at Lord of Life, I have stepped
down to pursue a personal life transition
(building and moving to our future
retirement location up the road).

faced even bigger fears – like reaching
out to families in need to see how we can
help support them over the holidays.
Figuring

out

what

charitable

organizations we could help through our
annual Summer of Service and getting
those items (or volunteers) to them.

I joined the team because I wanted to
share my graphics and marketing skills
as part of my time and talent giving.
When asked to create graphics for
Lifelines

and

overhead

slides

and

banners, I got heavily involved in design
and promotion for the church. I also
added

the

role

of

Communications

Coordinator to help better reach out to

FACING MY FEARS HELPED
ME GROW – IT CERTAINLY
HELPED OTHERS IN NEED,
AND IT SHOWED ME THAT
“FAITH OVER FEAR” IS A
VERY TRUE CONCEPT.

It was way out of my comfort zone at

A big, thank you for all those who have

times. I like being the “behind the

helped, volunteered and donated to the

scenes” promotion person – not the one

Outreach team efforts. This Ministry

reaching out a hand to those I may not

team needs new ideas, new faces and

even know how to converse with.

leadership. But if you are interested in
helping

with

even

one

event,

one

volunteer effort or one aspect, please

WE ARE THE HANDS OF
GOD, WE ARE INSPIRED
AND LED BY THE SPIRIT
AND WE ARE TOGETHER,
THE ONES WHO CAN
MAKE A REAL
DIFFERENCE IN THE
LIVES OF OTHERS.

reach out to me, the church office or
even Council.
My reason for writing this article is not
to uplift anything I’ve done, but to praise
God for being a source of strength and
love and allowing me to be a part of
uplifting others. It’s to inspire you, as
one individual, who can lend a hand,
perhaps lead (even in your discomfort)
to continue God’s work. We are the
hands of God, we are inspired and led by

I can truly say that the Holy Spirit has
had a hand in everything I’ve done with
Lord of Life. There were times of great
doubt (in myself and in the unknowns of

the Spirit and we are together, the ones
who can make a real difference in the
lives of others. May peace and faith be
with you all.

what I was tackling). What I found time
after time was a sense of things just
going unnaturally well, falling into place
– doors opening, people offering help,
generous donations, the list goes on.
Facing my fears helped me grow – it
certainly helped others in need, and it
showed me that “Faith over Fear” is a
very true concept.

Denise Sheehan
EVANGELISM & OUTREACH
MINISTRY LEAD

Angel Tree

2021 DONATIONS
A big thank you to all those who
donated and supported this year’s
Angel Tree family sponsorship.
Lord of Life sponsored 13 children (3
families), and through abundant giving,
had funds to provide each child with
their requested gift, plus an additional
$25 gift card. HEB & Walmart gift cards
were given to each family towards
holiday

meals.

Families

were

also

provided with gift wrapping supplies.
Thanks

to

Yuki

Mendez

for

co-

coordinating with Denise Sheehan and
Veronica Espersen for helping Denise
and Yuki deliver gifts to the homes.
Thank you for your annual support to
make

the

brighter

families’

holidays

a

bit

LORD OF LIFE FINANCIAL STATUS
(THROUGH DEC 1)
Full-Year Congregational
Approved Spending Plan

$253,493

Spending Plan Scaled
Jan 1- Dec 1

$232,369 (includes MIF
loan principal payments)

Income Jan 1- Dec 1

$156,105 General Income
+ $17,160 PPP Loan (cash
received in 2020, income
recognized in 2021)

Expenses Jan 1- Dec 1

$169,055 General
Expenses + $61,171 MIF
Loan Principal = $230,226

Cash Flow Jan 1- Dec 1

Cash position reduced by
$69,803 from beginning of
year based on bank
balances Dec. 1, 2021.

Cash on Hand
(Dec 1, 2021)

$48,770 in operating cash
reserves

Happy Birthday!
LAURA LOPEZ

JANUARY 07

BRAD SHEEHAN

JANUARY 22

SHANNON ANDERSON

JANUARY 25

Happy Anniversary!
TROY & STACEY MATHEWS

JANUARY 2

SUK HO & SUE EUN

JANUARY 8

Happy
2022!!

