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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Remember in prayer:

Clara Schulle, Ruby Ivy,
Cleo & Fran Atha, Junette
Gowen, Millie Haehnel,
George & Esther Liardon,
Dorothy Nickerson,  Joy
Warriner, Jordan Deathe, Pam

Kamensky, Ella Symank, Lynsey Thurman, Loraine
Bazan, Hugo Bazan, Alberta Otto, Angie Parr, Nick
Maddern, Lena Engelke, Evelyn Schuette, Elvira
Pelphrey,  Irma Tarsi, Robert Sopronyi, Kim Stelly,
Cindy Tarsi, Diann Sowell, Nathan Gannavaram, Deb
Durling, Eric Vredenburg, Cindy Kassel, Alicia
Loeffler, Roland & Jonathan Villarreal, Elizabeth
Carncross, Nic Shappe, Jerry Babin, Sydney Ponseti,
Wes Utley, Reileigh Mace, Janey Angelo, Faye Edwards.

LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lord of Life Lutheran Church  is a congregation

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America which
envisions itself to be “A people, alive and growing in
God’s love, who create an open, caring and secure
atmosphere of love and acceptance in meeting the needs
of members, visitors and the community.”  We
understand our mission to be “inviting and equipping
people to live and share God’s love through praise,
fellowship and service to our community.”  With
Worship at 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Lord of Life Lutheran
Church meets each Sunday morning at 9700 Neenah, the
second traffic light on Parmer Lane north of the Parmer
Lane/620 intersection.  We are located East of Parmer Lane.

NEW MEMBERS
We are pleased to introduce two new members to

you.  Unfortunately we do not have their pictures to place in
this issue of LifeLines.  They are Bill and Janet Krejci
who come to us from Holy Comforter Lutheran Church in
Kingswood, Texas.  Janet is trained as a social worker and
is working for United Way.  Bill has retired from his first
profession and is now working as an Associate in Ministry
serving the ELCA as an intentional interim minister.  If you
have not had the opportunity to meet the Krejci’s we
encourage you to do so. 

RETIREMENT RECEPTION FOR
GLADYS SOISETH

Sunday, June 3, has been set as the day we will
recognize the contributions to the life of our congregation
that Gladys Soiseth has made.  From 9:00 a.m. to 10:30

a.m. there will be a reception in her honor in the
Koinonia Café.  This will be a time for us to visit with
her and offer her our thanks for her ten years of service
to us individually and collectively.  During the 10:45
a.m. Worship Service we will recognize her service to
us formally.  We hope everyone will make a special

effort to come to this event of thanksgiving for a very special
person who has sacrificed for and faithfully served her Lord
and this congregation.

COUNCIL REPORT
The Council accepted with

regret Barbara Petry’s resignation
for health reasons from the position
of Treasurer.  They elected Julia
Neeley to be our new Treasurer.

It reviewed Evangelism’s
Strategic Plan Timeline for the end
of the first quarter and was satisfied
with the progress that was being made on getting our new
sign made, getting our web page up and running, and
advertising our congregation.

The Council decided to have a special day (June 2) to
prepare our property for the guests expected with Pastor
Schoss’s retirement and for visits from prospective new
pastors.  More information on this is below.

It set the recognition of Gladys Soiseth’s resignation
from the position of Office Administrator for Sunday, June 3.
There will be a reception between the two services and a



recognition of her work at the 10:45 worship service.
    Our worship attendance for April averaged 157 with an
average of 33 at the 8:15 worship service and 124 at the
10:45 worship service.  Lenten worship averaged 84.

In April we received income of $17,412.32 with
expenses of $15,505.31.  Building Fund receipts were
$6,429.

PERCENTAGES OF EXPECTED PLEDGE AND
PLATE INCOME RECEIVED   

Category % of Expected
Income
Received for
April

% of Expected
Income
Received Year
To Date

Pledges 88.93% 83.26%

Offerings 119.31% 112.13%

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT
The Call Committee has looked at the survey on

Ministry priorities and Skills in which many of you chose to
participate.  You were asked to rate the priorities and skills
which you deemed important for the new pastor using a
scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being the highest rating.  The top five
priorities and skills which you identified are:
 5) Worship Leadership (place high value on carefully

 planned and well-conducted worship services)
5) Musical and Artistic (Enjoy and use music and the arts to

enhance worship)
4) Preaching (hear both law and gospel as it applies to lives

 of people.)
4) Interpreter of Theology (Communicate a comprehensive

 understanding of the Bible and Christian theology
from a Lutheran perspective.)

3) Children’s Ministry (Teach and relate to preschool and
elementary age children.)

3) Ministry to youth and Young Adults (Teach, work and
relate well with high school youth and young adults)

3) Teaching Youth (Creatively teach the faith and inspire
commitment.)

2) Inter-personal Climate (Exhibit and inspire a spirit of
community.)

1) Evangelism (Reach out with the Good News of Jesus the
Christ).
There are more than five items.  It is assumed this is

because several items tied or were so close that the Call
Committee included them together.

PREPARING FOR PASTOR
The Congregation Council is planning a “Preparing

for Pastor” day on Saturday, June 2, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The purpose of this day is to prepare our buildings and
grounds for Pastor Schoss’s retirement celebrations and
for hosting the visits of the  candidates for the Office of
Pastor of Lord of Life.  We know we will not be able to do
everything on this one day, but we hope to finish several
things and get started finishing several other things that have
been left undone since we occupied our place.   The list is
long.  Some tasks on the list will take a minimum of work and
time, others will take a lot of work and time.  There is
something for everyone.  Those who can’t physically work,
but want to help can make an offering to defray the expenses
of the items we will need to purchase.

This is the list of tasks we plan to start and/or finish
on June 2:  fix outside lights so they work (along the walk and
ramp), fix lattice work at back steps and between Worship
Area and Koinonia Café,  move hay, get sign completed, lay
carpet in youth rooms and switch rooms,  get pond finished,
bring disability problems to code, finish telephone system,
paint storage shed, fix broken thermostats, clean up area
behind Worship Center,  do yard work on plants, find a
suitable place for the cross,  clean up the grounds around the
church (wood pieces and trash), fix deck by elementary
education building, fix banner storage rack, fix light on
outside of High School Room, beautify entrance walk, fix
chairs in café, paint office inside, do something about
electrical connections behind Administration building,
landscape deck behind Administration building, weed gardens
(i.e. in front of Worship Center), find storage that is out of
sight for charcoal grills,  dead tree on berm near entrance,
prune unwanted growth off trees,  remove fallen tree by
retention pond,  get store rooms organized, and  create a play
area for children.

PASTOR’S NOTES
In the first chapter of Genesis after God has created

humanity God says “...be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.”  This is God’s charge to human
beings as we relate to God’s creation.  We are to “have
dominion” over it.

A study of the verb “have dominion” reveals that it
must be understood in terms of care-giving, even nurturing,
not exploitation.  As the image of God, human beings should
relate to the nonhuman as God relates to us.  In other words
“have dominion” means that we are not called to dominate the
earth, but to care for it as God cares for us.



From the beginning of our congregation we have
tried to be a congregation that cares for God’s world.  We
have done that by being a congregation that reaches out to
others with the good news of God’s love for all humanity.
We have also done it by recycling as much paper as we
could–hence our practice of collecting used bulletins that
worshipers were not going to take home to read after the
service.  After collecting the
bulletins we gave them to a
recycling place which makes
the paper able to be used
again and not just to add
more junk to a land fill.

We have also tried to
be careful when using
electricity so as not to leave
lights on when no one was in
the room and to keep heating
and air conditioning off in
areas that were not being used for a long period of time.
We have done more than just saved the congregation
money, we have also saved  the air from some pollution that
comes from plants that produce the electricity we use and
saved on the use of non-renewable fuel.

Just recently we have embarked on a new way of
“having dominion” over the earth–cutting back on our use
of styrofoam cups.  We are told these cups do not
decompose in land fills for many lifetimes and are hazards
to wild life when they get onto the land and into the water.
I have been told that soon we will be purchasing pottery
plates to be used when we serve food instead of styrofoam
plates.  Our use of pottery cups and places which can be
washed and reused will not remove all of the styrofoam
from the environment, but at least we can be true to our
calling from God to “have dominion”–to take care of God’s
creation.

GARAGE SALE BARBEQUE REPORT
The 6th annual spring BBQ & Bake sale had another

successful year with raising over $700 for the building
fund!  Thrivent will be matching some of these funds too!
Many thanks go to Rea Wiruscheske and Harry Dailey
for their unending support to make this sale a success in so
many ways.  In addition, thank you to the following people
for helping sell and cook on Saturday, monetary donations,
or in-kind donations: Deb Grunska, Lee Brandvold,
Marilee and Gary Parsons, Michelle Kattawar, Vada
Bockhorn, Ingrid & Glen Crawford, John Schuette, Nell
Pennington, Bill Saegert, George Warriner, Paul Rohne,
Gayle Covington, Chuck Neeley, Dee Smith, Denise

Sheehan, Mary Vaughn, Robert & Linda Lang, Gib
Prather, Max Kretschmar, Pastor & Dianne Schoss.  It
couldn’t have been done without all of these contributions.
Thank you, Jenell Sellers

In last month’s LifeLines we thanked the youth for the
Lenten and Easter meals they provided.  We failed to mention
that Max and Marge Kretschmar provided the catfish for
the fish fry and the Max Kretschmar and Robert Scott fried
the fish.  Thank you very much.  The fish fry was great.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Two of our members are graduating from College this

year.  Jason Crawford is graduating from the University of
Texas College of Pharmacy with a Doctor of

Sara Pelliccia is graduating from McMurray
University with a major in Sociology and minor in Criminal
Justice.

Congratulations to both of you we are very proud of
you.

WISH LIST
The Congregation Council is in the process of

compiling a list of items we need.  We are publishing this list
so that you might know what needs the congregation has.  To
date these are the items on the “Wish List”: Grass, dirt, and
labor to complete the retention pond, Gutters for the
remainder of our buildings, Intrusion alarm system,
playground and playground equipment for children,
Landscaping along the entrance walk in front of the church
building. Awning/tents to cover the deck, Open shelving for
the storage closets in the sanctuary, Robes–new lighter,
summer robes for the Adult Choir, Robes for the Children’s
Choirs and Bells, More albs for acolytes and worship leaders,
Music stand lights, Baptismal font, Extra Trash Cans,
Someone who writes grants.

KINDRED SISTERS
Kindred Sisters meeting is June 5 at 11:30 p.m. at

Luby’s on 183 North for lunch and fellowship.

 THANK YOU, CHOIR
“Our church choir came as such a surprise and sang

several songs to me which I thoroughly enjoyed and
appreciated.  They were wonderful!

I also want to thank Pastor Schoss for his visits and
giving me communion.  What a great Church Family we
have!
Alberta Otto



VBS JUNE 11 - 15
Are you looking for fathoms of fun this summer?

Then join us June 11th thru June 15th for a net full of
adventures at the Great Bible Reef Vacation Bible School.

You’ll hear stories about
Jesus, make cool crafts,
learn catchy reef tunes,
play games, and eat super
snacks.  If you are between
the ages of 4 years and 5th

grade jump in.  We’ll have
lots of fun sharing God’s
love with everyone.  For
more information, e-mail
Mel inda Prather at

gilbert_prather@sbcglobal.net or contact the Church Office
at 671-6100, or go by the church office to register. 

THANK YOU
Dear Lord of Life Family,

“Your visits to Dick in San Antonio and Austin
hospitals were so meaningful.  He loved recalling and
talking about the good times he shared with his Church
family.

There was peace and tranquility when his final day
came and all pain and suffering ended.  God bless all of you
for your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.
Gladys and Jeff Soiseth”

12TH ANNUAL HOLY OPEN GOLF
TOURNAMENT

Ted Wendlandt writes, “The weather was great, the
golfing was fun and the food was tasty.  There were 32
golfers, men, women and kids, that played at Morris
Williams Golf Course.  We had a fun and competitive
round of golf and I would like to thank all who helped and
participated:  Bill Saegert and Rea Wiruscheske for the
Barbeque sausage wraps and all that went with it; Rex
Schroeder, Frank Covinton and John Paul Crawford for the
prized; and George Freitag for the custom Lord of Life golf
tees.”

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY
The lessons for May 20: Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97;

Revelation 22:12-134, 16-17, 20-21; John 17:20-26. May
27 (Pentecost): Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-27.  June 3: Proverbs 8:1-4,

22-31; Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15. June 10: 1
Kings 17:17-24; Psalm 30; Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17.

SIMPLY GIVING DURING SUMMER
No more missed church offerings!  We are entering

the Summer season, a time
when vacations and weekend
trips take you away from
worshiping with your Lord of
Life family.  The Simply
Giving program of electronic
funds transfers from your
checking or savings account is a good way for you to make
sure your support for the ministry of Lord of Life continues
on a regular basis throughout the summer even if you cannot
be with us.  You can change, suspend or stop contributions,
whenever you wish.  It’s a free service from Thrivent.  The
Church Office has more information.
 

JUNE TELLERS
Cathy Drake, Katherine Stewart

JUNE USHERS
June 3: 8:15: Roger Vaughn

10:45: Rusty Parr, Matt Parr, Mike Kamensky, Sal
Cavazos

June 10: 8:15: Doug Caldwell
10:45: Max and Marge Kretschmar, Gibb Prather, Lee

Penland
June 17 &  24:8:15 Doug Caldwell

10:45: Jim Tarsi, Mark Willenborg, Katherine
Stewart, Bill Perry

JUNE WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
June 3: Rex Schroeder, Hilary Spilo, Deb Grunska, Dick Fink
June 10: Diane Smith, Mike Petry, Hilary Spilo, Pam

Kamensky
June 17: Tanya DaMommio, Dick Fink, John Kassel,

Dorothy Crawford
June 24: Aaron Stratton, Matt Parr, Debbie Grunska, Rebecca

Morrison

JUNE HOMEBOUND COMMUNION
June 17: Adele Evans, Roger Vaughn, Dorothy Kraemer
June 24: Horace Pennington, Pam Kamensky, Marge

Kretschmar, George Warriner

JUNE ALTAR GUILD
Deb Grunska, Lyn Caldwell, Aaron Stratton, Dorothy
Kraemer
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June 1 August Young
June 3 Chris Grunska

Amy Hart
June 4 Benjamin Eidelman

Jennifer Scott
June 5 Austin Fallon

Lindsey Prather
June 7 Roxana Baier

Dorothy Harrington
Tim Smith

June 8 Hilary Spilo
June 12 Holly Stewart
June 13 Owen Knodel
June 14 Paul Pellow
June 15 Junette Gowen

Lindsey Swanson
June 17 Dolores Dunn
June 21 Avery Willenborg
June 24 Alison Deathe
June 25 Dick Fink
June 26 Nathaniel Duarte

Nicholas Duarte
Marc Hafner, Sr.

June 26 Avery Schoss
June 27 Lilly DaMommio

Evan DeWitt
Chapin Smith

June 28 Dorothy Crawford
Paul Rohne

June 29 Tracy Bushong
   Harry Garner

George Warriner
June 30 David Bubela

LORD OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Carl H. Schoss
9700 Neenah Ave
Austin, Texas 78717
Telephone: 512/671-6100; Fax: 512/671-6103
E-mail: lordoflifelutheran@sbcglobal.net



2007
                SUNDAY              MONDAY

JUNE
           TUESDAY            WEDNESDAY          THURSDAY

     2007
   
      FRIDAY               SATURDAY

1 2

3
8:15 & 10:45a.m. Holy    
               Communion
9:30 Sunday School

4 5
11:30 a.m. Kindred      
  Sisters at Luby’s

6 7 8 9

10
8:15&10:45a.m. Holy  
             Communion
9:30 Sunday School

11
VBS

12
VBS

13
VBS

14
VBS

7:00p.m.  Council       
                Meeting

15
VBS

16

178:15& 10:45a.m 

      Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School
10:00 Choir 
             Rehearsal

18 19 20

       

21 22
6:30 to 10:30 Chinese
Church

23

24
8:15& 10:45a.m. Holy 
             Communion
9:30 Sunday School

25 26
7:00 Davis Spring
Neighborhood Meeting

27 28
7:00p.m. All
Committee Meeting

29 30


