
  

 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 9700 Neenah Ave,  Austin, Texas 78717 
Phone 512.671.6100        www.lordoflifeaustin.org  Hours Mon-Fri, 9am-1pm 

September 2019 Edition Volume No. 0919 

 

Godôs Work, Our Hands 

 

Inside this issue: 
Three coins: a story about the heart of negotiation 

I greet you in the name of the One who can do all things but fail! 
 
You might remember this article which appeared in the 2014 Lifelines.  In light of 
all that is going on in our current societal context, I suggest it is worthy of                
re-reading.  I ask you to not stop with simply re-reading, but to spend intentional 
time on the last paragraph of the article.  I believe we are at a place where to 
continue doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different outcomes 
has run its course. 
 
The following story caught my eye, not necessarily because of the subject matter, 
but because of the process used to negotiate for the potential outcome of 
compromise.  Enjoy! 
 
ñA Franciscan monk who was a speaker at an international seminar about world 
successful negotiations between Israel and Palestine were possible.  He called two 
young people up to the microphone: a Palestinian young man and a Jewish Israeli 
young man. ñImagine you are brothers,ò he told them, ñyour father has passed away, 
and he has left you an inheritance with three assets,ò represented symbolically by 
three coins, which he placed on the podium. 
 
 ñYour instructions are that you must share the inheritance fairly but you cannot 
split any of the assets,ò the boys were told. ñNow you must try to find a creative 
solution that will get you the maximum possible benefit.ò  When the Palestinian said 
he would take two coins and give the Israeli one, everyone laughed again and the 
monk said, ñWell, okay, you have the power to do that, but you are sowing the seeds 
of conflict.ò  The Israeli said he was actually thinking of taking one coin and giving 
the Palestinian two. ñEvidently,ò the monk guessed, ñyou feel itôs worth the risk of 
investing in your adversary in this way, and hope to somehow benefit in the future 
from this.ò The boys sat down. 
 
 Next, the monk asked two young women (again one was Israeli, the other 
Palestinian) to repeat the exercise.  It was fairly clear where the monk was going 
with this, but would the girls get it?  ñI would keep one coin and give her two,ò said 
the Israeli young woman, ñon condition that she donate her second one to a charity, 
maybe a childrenôs hospital.ò  ñGood,ò said the monk and asked the Palestinian 
woman if she agreed.   She said ñI would keep one for myself, and give one to her, 
and say that we should invest the third one together.ò The entire audience stood and 
applauded for the final solution. 
 
Hopefully, you did not get caught up in the specific characters in the story nor in the 
current attention being focused on Israel and Palestine.  But rather, the potential 
within each one of us to reflect more deeply when we are specifically challenged by 
a concept, idea, or difference that may run counter to our own.  Something on which 
to ponder! 
 
In the name of Jesus,  
Pr. Skip  
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Birthdays: 
 
Lyn Caldwell 09/08  
Clayton Wachsmann 09/08  
Dave Smith 09/11  
Lee Penland 09/12  
Rylee Rozell 09/16  
Courtney Warnsman 09/17  
Diane Saegert 09/18  
Janet Krejci 09/21  
Lauren Brown 09/23  
Melinda Prather 09/26  
John Duarte 09/28  
Zackery Klotz 09/28  
Stacey Mathews 09/28  

PRAYER LIST  

 
Ilamay Bartholomew 

Herman & Olga Haenel 
Peggy Suggs 
Kira Niedert 

Fred & Mycah Klinker 
Salem Lutheran Church 
Yates Crawford Velebil 

Barbara Dailey 
Edith Swartz 
Henry McCoy 
Amy Darnell 

Pam Kamensky 
James Fraser 

Lilly (RRISD) & Alexis (daughter) 
Jennifer Rosas 

Jill King 
Maxine Krizov 

Ana Szabo 
Kim Watts 

SUNDAY READINGS 

Sept 1 Proverbs 24:6-7 
 Psalm 112 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
Sept 8 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 Psalm 1 
 Philemon 1-21 
 Luke 14:25-33 
 
Sept 15 Exodus 32:7-14 
 Psalm 51:1-10 
 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 Luke 15:1-10 
 
Sept 22 Amos 8:4-7 
 Psalm 113 
 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 Luke 16:1-13 
 
Sept 29 Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3 
 Psalm 103:1-5, 20-22 
 Revelation 12:7-12 
 Luke 10:17-20 
 

GLOBAL INITIATIVES  

www.elca.org/global-links   Through 
the benevolence we pay to the ELCA, 
we are supporting these global 
initiatives. A link is available on our 
�Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �´�*�L�Y�L�Q�J�µ���� �V�R�� �\�R�X�� �F�D�Q��
keep up-to-date on what the ELCA is 
doing to reach the world for Christ. 

Anniversaries: 
 
Gilbert & Melinda Prather  09/03  
Keri & Matthew Gold  09/18  
Carol & Joe Alessi  09/19  
Pr. Skip & Felicia Wachsmann 09/21  
Hodges & Eun Ju Martin  09/24  
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RESPONDING TO GODôS GENEROSITY 

Giving freely of what has been freely given to us 

Unconditional LOVE, FORGIVENESS, ALL that WE HAVE 

 LOVE GOD, LOVE ONE ANOTHER  and OURSELVES 

 FORGIVE ONE ANOTHER and OURSELVES 

 GIVE GENEROUSLY from our BLESSINGS 

 Time Talent Treasure OUT OF THANKS for each. 

  GIVE UNTIL YOU FEEL GOOD 

BAPTISM FESTIVALS 

�$�Q�\�R�Q�H�� �Z�K�R�� �K�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �E�H�H�Q�� �E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G�� �L�V�� �L�Q�Y�L�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �F�R�P�H�� �D�Q�G�� �´�Z�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
�Z�D�W�H�U�V�µ�� �R�I�� �H�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �O�L�I�H���� �� �3�O�H�D�V�H�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�� �3�U���� �6�N�L�S�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �S�U�H-baptism 
appointment.  The Baptism Festivals for 2019 are: 

 
Holy Cross Day, September 15 
�$�O�O���6�D�L�Q�W�V�·���'�D�\�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���� 
 

Contact Pr. Skip as soon as possible concerning which day works best for you. 

�:�µ�•�š�� ���� �Œ���u�]�v�����Œ�� �š�Z���š�� �š�Z���� ���Z�µ�Œ���Z�� �}�8������
�Á�]�o�o�� ������ ���o�}�•������ �}�v�� �D�}�v�����Ç�U�� �^���‰�š���u�����Œ��
�î�v�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�����>�����}�Œ�������Ç���Z�}�o�]�����Ç�X�� 

�t���� �Z�}�‰���� �š�Z���š�� �Ç�}�µ�� ���o�o�� �Z���À���� ���� ���o���•�•������
�Ÿ�u���� �Á�]�š�Z�� �Ç�}�µ�Œ�� �(���u�]�o�]���•�� �˜�� �(�Œ�]���v���•�� �}�v��
�š�Z�]�•���o�}�v�P���Z�}�o�]�����Ç���Á�����l���v���J�� 


